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CSP soil and water quality standards.
The required minimum components of
a monitoring plan include:

e Grazing use records outlining
grazing periods and numbers of animals
in each grazing unit.

e Assessments, such as trend studies,
similarity indices or rangeland health
assessments, as well photographs of
resource conditions, and documentation
of the condition of stream-banks and
other sensitive areas.

¢ Target and actual utilization levels.

CSP Contract Payments and Limits

CSP contract payments include one or
more of the following components
subject to the described limits:

e An annual per acre stewardship
component for the benchmark
conservation treatment. This component
is calculated separately for each land
use by multiplying the number of acres
times the tier factor (0.05 for Tier I, 0.10
for Tier II, and 0.15 for Tier 111) times
the stewardship payment rate
established for the watershed times the
tier reduction factor (0.25 for Tier [ and
0.50 for Tier 11, and 0.75 for Tier II1).

e An annual existing practice
component for maintaining existing
conservation practices. Existing practice
payments will be calculated as a flat rate
of 25 percent of the stewardship
payment.

e A new practice component for
additional practices on the watershed
specific list. New practice payments for
limited resource farmers, beginning
farmers and producers who quality in
the NRCS small producer initiative will
be made at not more than 65 percent
cost-share rate. New practice payments
for all other contracts will be made at
not more than a 50 percent cost-share
rate. All new practice payments are
limited to a $10,000 cumulative total for
the contract. ’

e An annual enhancement
component for exceptional conservation
effort and additional conservation
practices or activities that provide
increased resource benefits beyond the
required conservation standard noted
above. This payment will be calculated
at a variable payment rate for
enhancement activities that are part of
the benchmark inventory. The annual
enhancement payment for the first
contract year for the enhancements
documented in the benchmark
inventory will be calculated at a rate
initiating at 120 percent for the 2006
contract year and then at a declining
rate for the remainder of the contract of
100 percent for 2007, 80 percent for
2008, 60 percent for 2009, 30 percent for
2010, 10 percent for 2011, and 0 percent
for 2012. This is intended to provide

contract capacity to add additional
enhancements in the out-years and to
encourage participants to make
continuous improvements to their
operation. In order to maintain the same
level of payment over the life of the
contract, the participant may add
additional enhancement activities of
their choice in later years. The
additional enhancements will be paid at
a flat rate of 100 percent. The total of all
enhancement payments in any one year
will not exceed $13,750 for Tier I,
$21,875 for Tier 11, and $28,125 for Tier
[T annually. The NRCS Chief may allow
for special enhancements for producer-
based studies, watershed scale projects
and evaluation and assessment activities
on a case-by-case basis.

¢ An advance enhancement payment
is available in the FY 2006 sign-up. The
advance enhancement payment is
available to contracts with an initial
enhancement payment as determined in
the benchmark inventory and interview.
The advance enhancement payment
would shift a portion of that annual
enhancement payment amount into the
first-year payment and deduct it from
the following years’” payments.

Tier [ contracts are for a five-year
duration. Tier Il and Tier III contracts
are for a five-to 10-year duration at the
option of the participant. Participants
who move from Tier I to Tier Il or III
may increase their contract length to up
to ten years from the original contract
date. Future contract improvements
such as advancing tiers, adding land,
and adding enhancements may be made
to funded contracts during any
announced contract modification period
based on annual available funding and
other constraints determined to be
necessary to manage the CSP program.

Tatal annual maximum contract
payment limits are $20,000 for Tier I,
$35,000 for Tier II, and $45,000 for Tier
111, including any advance enhancement
payment.

The payment components are tailored
for the selected watersheds. For more
details, call or visit the local USDA
Service Center, or view on the Web site
at http://www.nres.usda.gov/programs/
csp/2006_CSP_WS/index.html.

Enhancement Components Available in
This Sign-Up

The following are the enhancement
components available this sign-up:

(1) Additional conservation treatment
above the quality criteria for soil
quality, nutrient management, pest
management, irrigation water
management, grazing, air and energy
management; and

(2) Conservation measures that
address locally identified conservation

needs shown on the watershed specific
enhancement lists.

The payment components are tailored
for the selected watersheds. For more
details, call or visit the local USDA
Service Center, or view on the Web site
at http://www.nres.usda.gov/programs/
csp/2006_CSP_WS/index.html.

CSP Enrollment Categories and
Subcategories

Technical adjustments to the
enrollment categories were made based
on field testing of the criteria published
in a previous notice. This notice
provides updated enrollment category
criteria.

An application will be placed in an
enrollment category as follows:

¢ A single land use application will
be placed in the highest category level
that all conservation management units
being offered meet.

e A multiple land use application
will be placed in the category of the
land use with the largest number of
acres. Category placement for a land use
will follow the direction for single land
use application category placement (see
above).

The CSP will fund the enrollment
categories in alphabetical order
(Attachment #1). If an enrollment
category cannot be completely funded,
then subcategories will be funded in the
following order:

(1) Applicant is a limited resource
producer, according to criteria specified
in the USDA Limited Resource Farmers/
Ranchers guidelines or a Tribal member
producing on Tribal or historically tribal
lands;

(2) Applicant is a participant in an on-
going monitoring program that is
sponsored by an organization or unit of
government that analyzes the data and
has authority to take action to achieve
improvements;

(3) Agricultural operation in a water
conservation area or aquifer zone
designated by a unit of government;

(4) Agricultural operation in a drought
area designated by a unit of government
in the past three years before the sign-
up dates;

(5) Agricultural operation in a water
quality area with a priority on pesticides
designated by a unit of government;

(6) Agricultural operation in a water
quality area with a priority on nutrients
designated by a unit of government;

(7) Agricultural operation in a water
quality area with a priority on sediment
designated by a unit of government;

(8) Agricultural operation in a non-
attainment area for air quality or other
local or regionally designated air quality
zones designated by a unit of
government;
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(9) Agricultural operation in an area
selected for the conservation of
imperiled plants and animals, including
threatened and endangered species, as
designated by a unit of government; or

(10) Other applications.

Designated means “officially assigned
a priority by a Federal, State, or local
unit of government” prior to this notice.
If a subcategory cannot be fully funded,
applicants will be offered the FY 2006
CSP contract payment on a prorated
basis.

Signed in Washington, DC, on February 1,
2006.
Dana D. York,

Deputy Vice President, Commodity Credit
Corporation, Associate Chief, Natural
Resources Conservation Service.

BILLING CODE 3410-16-P
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2006 CSP Enrollment Categories — Criteria by Land Use
and Category
Indiana Supplemental Guidance

NRCS Indiana will use the following supplemental definitions and technical guidance in
addition to the information provided in the CSP 2006 Federal Register Notice dated February
7, 2006, when evaluating fiscal year 2006 CSP offers.

All Category and Sub-Category placements will be based on the CSP applicant’s self-
certification of the level of treatment currently on their offered acres.

CSP 2006 Sub-Cateqories

Sub- Federal Register Notice
Category # Topic Indiana Supplemental Guidance

1 Limited Resource Farmers Self-Explanatory
If applicants wish to be considered for this sub-

2 Monitoring Program category, submit sufficient documentation to the
NRCS Indiana State Office for a decision’

3 Aquifer Zone Use the ArcGIS data — Sub-Category #3°

4 Drought Area Not Applicable in Indiana in fiscal year 2006

5 Water Quality Area - Pesticides | Use the ArcGIS data — Sub-Category #5°

6 Water Quality Area — Nutrients Use the ArcGIS data — Sub-Category #6°

7 Water Quality Area - Sediment | Use the ArcGIS data — Sub-Category #7°

8 Air Quality Non-Attainment Area | Use the ArcGIS data — Sub-Category #8°

. . x If applicants wish to be considered for this sub-

9 Imperiled Spez:-s;sa Conservation category, submit sufficient documentation to the
NRCS Indiana State Office for a decision’

10 Other Self-Explanatory

"= documentation should include items such as the organization or unit of government unit involved, a description of the
efforts being undertaken by the organization or unit of government, and the level of involvement of the CSP applicant

in the effort.

2
3
4

= Data are based on the Wellhead Protection Data (Indiana Department of Environmental Management)
= Data are based on the 303d listed stream segments (Indiana Department of Environmental Management)
= Data are based on the Indiana Air Quality Non-Attainment areas (Indiana Department of Environmental Management)




CSP 2006 Cateqories

Land Resource Federal Register Notice
Use Concern Practice Indiana Supplemental Guidance
Field Borders Minimum Width = 15 feet
Hedgerow Planting Minimum Width = 15 feet
Herbaceous Wind Barriers | Minimum 1 Row of Stiff-Stemmed Grasses
Soil Quality Residue Management STIR <= 20
Riparian Forest Buffer Minimum Width = 20 feet
Riparian Herbaceous Cover | Minimum Width = 20 feet
Windbreak and Shelterbelt Minimum of 1 Row oé&vergreen Trees
Estaliliskonent Minimum of 2 Rows of Deciduous Trees
Field Borders Minimum Width = 15 feet
Crop Filter Strip Minimum Width = 20 feet

Water Quality

Riparian Forest Buffer

Minimum Width = 20 feet

Riparian Herbaceous Cover

Minimum Width = 20 feet

Vegetative Barriers

Minimum 1 Row of Stiff-Stemmed Grasses

Wildlife
Habitat

Critical Area Planting

No Fescue + 1 Legume

Diversification of plant

Minimum of 5 species of Legumes &/or

species Forbs
Forage Harvest No Mowing/Haying until after July 15 on at
Management least 5% of the offered acres
Pasture anc! Hayland No Fescue + 1 Legume
Planting

Windbreak and Shelterbelt
Establishment

Minimum Width = 15 feet

Hedgerow Planting

Minimum Width = 15 feet

Field Borders

Minimum Width = 15 feet + No Fescue + 1
Legume

Riparian Herbaceous Cover

Minimum Width = 20 feet + No Fescue + 1
Legume

Riparian Forest Buffer

Minimum Width = 20 feet




Land Resource Federal Register Notice
Use Concern Practice Indiana Supplemental Guidance
Slgg'gl:_la;:";: Riparian Herbaceous Cover | Minimum Width = 20 feet
Water Quality | Riparian Herbaceous Cover | Minimum Width = 20 feet
Grazing Critical Area Planting No Fescue + 1 Legume

Wildlife
Habitat

Diversification of plant

Minimum of 5 species of Legumes &/or

species Forbs
Pasture anq Hayland No Fescue + 1 Legume
Planting

Riparian Herbaceous Cover

Minimum Width = 20 feet + No Fescue + 1
Legume

Provide Wildlife Corridors

Minimum Width = 50 feet




